
"Dear Faith Network, thank you 
for the luncheon, gifts and other 
kindnesses that you honored 
me with on 'Teacher Appreciat-
ion Day' at Burckhalter Elem. 
P.S. Everything you do is 
appreciated."  - Barbara Temple

"Thank you again for inviting us 
to join in with you and Zaretta 
Hammond on the tutor training 
in February. It has proven to be 
so helpful to us as we develop 
our summer reading program. I 
know the kids are really going 
to benefit."  -  Youth With a 
Mission Student- San Francisco

FAITH NETWORK  NEWSLETTER
Our mission is to give hope to disadvantaged children by 

showing them God's unconditional love and by guiding them into 
becoming whole persons - socially, intellectually and spiritually.
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THANKS TO

Interested in volunteering? 
Contact us :

email: info@faith-network.com
phone 510.836.5100
fax 510.836.5105

CONTACT

THANKS FROM

Roanne Butier for donated color 
printer.

Chuck Konigsberg for lending his 
horticultural expertise to Cox 
Elementary.

Gil Gilbert for donated TV.

Lockwood Teacher Appreciation Luncheon by Kathy Dwyer

Rho Murray with School Street Center kids.

IN LOVING MEMORY

We honor Ginny Erdiakoff  - 
faithful FN volunteer -  who was 
still going strong at 89 until the 
Lord took her home on Monday, 
May 9.

I am one of those "professional volunteers," and of 
the many activities I am involved with the one that 
brings me the most joy are the Friday mornings I 
spend with one of the kindergarten classes at 
Lockwood.  This is a school with little parent support, 
so in a show of appreciation, the teachers and staff 
were treated to a luncheon on the "Day of the 
Teacher."  Many families from the Crocker Highlands 
neighborhood made salads and desserts and also 
contributed assorted drinks.  We had food donated 
from Aidell's Sausages and Semifreddi's Bakery and the Merritt College Horticulture 
Department donated two flats of flowers. Thanks to all who made this lunch such a success!  
Kathy Dwyer is married with three children. She is working as the Interim Director of Children's Ministries for First 
Presbyterian Church of Berkeley. Her volunteer activities range from tutoring to coordinating the Friday Food Bag 
program in Berkeley and Oakland to assisting in a recent Oakland City Council election.  

Above and Beyond 
Among our valiant volunteer tutors and 
mentors serving at-risk children in 
Oakland CA. is Rho Murray who tirelessly 
serves the youth of our community. Born 
and raised in Monrovia, Liberia, Rho is a 
graduate of UC Berkeley, Hayward and 
San Francisco State. He has taught in the 
Berkeley Unified School District since 
1982. Besides being a full time Special Ed 
math teacher at Berkeley High, Rho is a 
volunteer tutor at School St. Center after school program which serves students from 
Fruitvale Elementary, a multi-ethnic urban school comprised of children from low 
income families. 

Think about it: after having been in school all day working diligently with students with 
learning disabilities, one would think Rho would be depleted and exhausted. But no, 
when he leaves Berkeley High after a full day's work, he heads for the School St. after 
school program to tutor 1st - 5th graders in reading and math into the early evening 
hours.  For two years Rho has been doing double duty. Here's a positive, caring adult 
male role model (so desperately needed in our community) who is going above and 
beyond. Yet you won't hear even a hint from him that volunteering after working in the 
classroom all day is a chore. For Rho helping kids is a calling - it's in his blood stream.
Maybe one of the reasons Rho has such a big heart for disadvantaged kids is because 
he himself grew up in very difficult circumstances. When civil war broke out in Liberia in 
1980, thousands of people were killed and displaced. Most of Rho’s family was forced 
to flee the country. In coming to America Rho was able to receive a first-class 
education. And he has been giving back ever since. An active member of Sequoyah 
Community Church, Rho Murray is on the Mission Board at Sequoyah and is also part 
of the Ushering Ministry. 



PRESIDENT'S CORNER

NEWS

Dear Friends,

The following is an excerpt from my 

Dewey High School commenc-

ement address, delivered on June 

15 at the Allen Temple Family Life 

Center

It's an honor for a short white 

guy like me to be asked to be 

this year's Dewey High 

commencement speaker.  After 

coming on campus and 

connecting with students & staff 

over the past 9 months, Dewey 
has gotten under my skin…

One thing our graduates have in common is that they've had more than their 

share of adversity, which isn't necessarily a bad thing.  Research indicates 

that what successful people consider the most important factors in their 

success are 1) they experienced significant adversity, and 2) they identified 

an encouraging parent, mentor or teacher who urged them on to achieve 

beyond what they thought was possible. Many of you graduates here today 

have in fact overcome obstacles, proved resilient in the face of adversity - 

because there was such a parent, mentor, encourager in your lives, and some 

of them are here cheering you on today.

Therefore, my challenge to the Class of 2005 going forward is: CHOOSE 

YOUR MENTORS WISELY.  You will be profoundly shaped by who you hang 

around with. Keep seeking out responsible, caring adults who will help you 

navigate life's mine fields, who will spur you on to know what is important, 

what matters most.  Cesar Chavez put it succinctly when he said, "You are 

never strong enough that you don't need help."  I once heard an old black 

preacher explain his philosophy of ministry: "I hold a crown before my 

congregation and then watch them grow into it."  That's the kind of mentoring 

I'm talking about, and the kind of mentor I want to be for the next generation - 

someone who will hold a crown before you and watch you grow into it.

Blessings,

Dewey Graduates cheer each other on!
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